
 

 

 

               
 

 

15 May 2025 
              

Belfast High Court Dismisses Government Attempt To Halt  

Hooded Men Torture Civil Action 
 

 

We act on behalf of Liam Shannon and Jim Auld who are two of the torture victims 

known as the Hooded Men. 

 

They brought fresh claims based on newly discovered evidence pointing to torture 
which wasn’t previously available to them when they took earlier legal actions in the 

1970s  

 

Today they won their case when the court ruled in their favour on applications by the 

Government to try and halt their High Court damages claims.  
 

Both men are relieved to see this result today.  

 

Speaking after the news broke solicitor Kevin Winters said, 

 
“We urge the Government not to go down the same route it has taken in other conflict 

– related cases and appeal todays judgement. I urge the State agencies not to 

replicate what it has done in the case of Sean Brown where his widow Bridie has been 

forced into an endless suffocating vortex of litigation and appeals. To put any family 

or next of kin through this is oppressive enough but it’s compounded when you 

consider the elderly age profile of people like Bridie and so many others.  
 

Jim and Liam aren’t getting any younger. We now call on the Government to do the 

right thing and engage constructively on the legal out workings of this significant 

ruling. 

The Chief Constable has rightly called out the “attritional nature” of the State’s 
approach to Troubles – related legal actions which leads directly to a huge increase in 

costs and time. Here is a welcome opportunity to reset the dial on this contentious 

issue and decline lodging any appeal. Instead, we encourage the State to take a 

statesmanlike approach and enter in to immediate negotiations to resolve these long 

outstanding actions. 
 

 

ENDS  

Kevin winters  

 


